
Smith Spectacular
March 13, 2020

COVID-19
Dear Parent/Guardian:

We understand that the Novel Coronavirus, now known as COVID-19, is causing signi�cant
concern in our community, country and the world. Regional School Unit 22 is working to
provide you with the most up to date information on this rapidly evolving situation. Following
is a brief overview of the current situation. For more information and FAQs, we recommend
you visit the links listed at the bottom of the page.

At this time, RSU 22 will not be hosting large events nor approving �eld trips or event travel for
students and staff. The rationale is one related to public health. The district is heeding advice
from the CDC to align with the practice of social distancing. While we recognize these di�cult
decisions will disappoint many, we hope in the end it proves to be an effective preventative
measure. Also, RSU 22 is continuing to mindfully clean our buildings and classrooms. Our
district custodial leadership team has met to review disinfecting protocols related to COVID-
19. A focus will be given to high touch surfaces such as door knobs, student desks and
railings.

What is Known
The virus causing COVID-19 is a new coronavirus that has not been previously identi�ed
and causes a respiratory illness ranging from a mild cold-like illness to severe
pneumonia.
Most (81%) of people diagnosed with COVID-19 in China had mild disease, including most
children.
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Similar to in�uenza, the people who are most likely to have severe disease and
complications from COVID-19 are older individuals (>60 years old) and those with other
medical conditions like heart and lung disease or diabetes.
There is no vaccine or treatment currently available for COVID-19 but the National
Institutes of Health is evaluating treatments and developing a vaccine already.
Currently, there are NO con�rmed cases of COVID-19 in Maine, meaning the virus has not
been found in the state. However, experts predict there will eventually be cases and
community spread. Our schools are preparing for when/if this happens.

How The Virus Spreads
COVID-19 is believed to spread primarily the same way the common cold or �u spreads—
through respiratory droplets that are produced when someone coughs or sneezes.
People who are most at risk of becoming infected with COVID-19 are those who have
been in close contact (within about 6 feet) with someone who has the disease.
People are thought to be most contagious when they are most symptomatic (the
sickest).
Some spread of the virus might be possible before a person has symptoms; there have
been reports of this with COVID-19, but this is not thought to be the main way the virus
spreads.

What You Can Do Now
Keep children home when they are sick.
Students (and parents/guardians) who are ill, especially with acute respiratory symptoms
(not allergies or chronic conditions) and/or a fever, should stay home.
Teach your children to always cover their cough and sneezes with a tissue or inside their
elbow.
Remind them to wash their hands with soap and water (or use hand sanitizer) after they
touch their face, use the restroom and before they eat.
Tell children to avoid touching their mouth and nose since that is how germs get into the
body.
Inform the school if your child is going to be absent. Please know that our o�ce staff will
be inquiring about what symptoms are occurring. Our intent is to monitor trends.
Clean frequently touched surfaces and objects (everyday household disinfectants are
�ne)

Enhance cleaning of high touch surfaces like door knobs, toilet handles, and sink
handles.

Plan for when community spread occurs.
Ensure you have a plan to designate a caregiver, such as a family member or
neighbor, for a sick child(ren) if you can’t stay home.
Know your child’s school’s plan to communicate with you when needed, such as
robocalls, email or checking their website.

Because most people with COVID-19 have mild disease, the likelihood that we will be closing
schools is unknown but is being discussed and prepared for in advance. If a decision to close
school due to a COVID-19 outbreak is made, it is important for parents/guardians to have a
plan for who could take care of your child.
We are receiving updates as the Maine Department of Education is working directly with the
Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention to monitor this evolving situation. We will
continue to provide new information to the community as things evolve.
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/epi/airborne/coronavirus.shtml
https://211maine.org/ or call 211

https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/epi/airborne/coronavirus.shtml
https://211maine.org/


Tech Tidbit
Lalilo
You may have heard your student talking about a program
called Lalilo. Lalilo (pronounced la-lee-lo) is a phonics program
that is designed for Kindergarten through Second Grade
students, but it can help any student with needs for growth in
phonics and other areas of literacy. Many K-2 classrooms are
using this program to help students receive personalized
instruction in phonics, comprehension, and word recognition. Students are able to work
through different “worlds” and collect badges as they go. Home access can be turned on by
your child’s classroom teacher! Students love traveling from one world to the next and earning
their badges. Scan this QR Code to be directed to a Parent Resource for using Lalilo at home.

A Slice of PIE (Partners in Education)

Sincerely,
Regan Nickels

Kindergarten & Pre-K Registration
Kindergarten registration is underway for 2020-2021 school year. Children must be �ve years
old on or before October 15, 2020 in order to attend kindergarten for the 2020 - 2021 school
year. Students need to be a legal resident of Winterport or Frankfort in order to attend Smith
School. Please bring the following items with you to register:

-Certi�cation of Vital Record (hospital birth certi�cate is no longer acceptable)
-Immunization Record
-Proof of Residency
-Recent Photograph of Student
You may call the Smith School o�ce at 223-4282 with any questions for Kindergarten

Pre K registration is also underway! Children must be four years old on or before October 15,
2020 in order to attend Pre K for the 2020-2021 school year. 
Please call 338-3827 for Pre-K Registration.

Dismissal/ Walkers
Our new dismissal for walkers seems to be going smoothly. We do ask, if you are picking your
child up near the yellow chain, please be on the inside of the chain. For safety, we will not
allow students to go over/under the chain without an adult present. Thank you!
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· The “Hannaford Helps Schools” Program is underway! From
now until May 16th you can earn money for Smith School when
you shop! You will receive School Dollars at the register when
you purchase any “Hannaford Helps Schools” products at any
Hannaford location. These School Dollars can be placed inside
the collection tower at the store. The Smith School slot is on
the tower at the Hampden Hannaford. You can also send them
into the School and PIE will submit them for you. Shoppers can
also designate Smith School for any earned School Dollars when shopping Hannaford-To-Go.
More information can be found at:
www.hannaford.com/about-us/hannaford-helps/schools
· This is the �nal week of PIE’s Quilt Ra�e! Tickets can be purchased through the end of the
school day on Friday, March 13th. Tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00. A photo of the quilt
and additional information is available on our Facebook page. The winner of the drawing on
March 13th will be noti�ed by phone or email. Thanks to all who supported this fundraiser!
· It is time for the 2020 Smith School Read-a-Thon! The Read-a-Thon will run from March 17th
to April 10th. Look for packets with all instructions and information in backpacks next week.
HAPPY READING!
· If you are interested in ordering some Smith School Merchandise (T-shirts, Magnets,
Sweatshirts, etc.), orders are placed on the 2nd Friday of each month. (The next order will be
placed on Friday, March 13th.) Orders must be in no later than the morning of the 13th.
Additional forms can be found on the school website and in the main o�ce.
· Our next PIE meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 14th at 6:30 pm in the school library.

Bee Mindful
This month during our Bee Mindful assemblies, students will be
learning more about how being mindful can help them to solve
con�icts. Students will be continuing to practice strategies for
calming down strong feelings such as taking deep breaths,
exercise and positive self-talk.

Students will have the opportunity to hear a variety of stories from Mrs. H and watch a few
video clips that help students gain a better understanding of positive problem-solving and
con�ict resolution. Talk with your children at home about ways they can calm down when they
have strong feelings and solve problems in a peaceful and positive way!

Up coming events

Monday, March 9- Thursday, April 9: Empower testing grades 3 & 4

Friday, March 13: 2nd-trimester ends

http://www.hannaford.com/about-us/hannaford-helps/schools
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Tuesday, March 17- Friday, March 10 Readathon

Thursday, March 19, Report cards go home.

Friday, March 20: No School (Inservice)

Reminder
School hours are from 7:50-2:00. Children may be dropped off at/after 7:20. There is NO
SUPERVISION prior to 7:20. If you drop off at the doors near the �agpole, please know the
doors will not be opened until 7:20. Thank you for your cooperation.

Absences
If you have a planned absence from school for 4 or more days, please let your child's teacher
know asap. We have paperwork to be �lled out.

Please remember every day of school matters. Research shows that missing 10 percent of the
school, or about 18 days in one school year, negatively affects a student’s academic
performance. That’s just two days a month and that’s known as chronic absence.

Substitutes
Are you interested in a little extra money? If you have two years of college experience behind
you, you can apply to be an RSU#22 substitute. Applications are available at Substitute
Application or on our RSU #22 website at rsu22.us

Please note, RSU #22 has increased its sub pay!!

Facebook

Leroy H. Smith School

319 South Main Street, Winter… dmoore@rsu22.us

207-223-4282 smith.rsu22.us/

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r1rIPp_WrhIAXumjPHvIreIiu_9BNrsI/view
http://rsu22.us/
https://www.facebook.com/smithschoolwinterportfrankfort
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